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Advancing the Common Good
United Way of Greater Knoxville 
2009 Local issues and indicators
10 Year Goals
Helping Children and Youth Achieve Their Potential
	Target Issue 1.  Readiness to succeed in school
Intended result:  Children enter school developmentally on track in the area of literacy skills.

Indicator: Percentage of 5-year-olds with literacy skills needed for school readiness.
Literacy Assessment done 4 times during the Kindergarten year-entry assessment is 74% proficient (07-08 school year n=1077); goal is 85%.  (Not using a national entrance assessment tool at this time.)

	Target Issue 2.  Academic achievement 

Intended result a:  Elementary students are prepared to succeed in later grades.

Indicator:  Percentage of third-fifth graders who are proficient in TCAP assessment areas
Grades 3rd, 4th, 5th-TCAP scores and writing assessment-predictor of future ACT scores:  Currently 43.9% of students would score a 21 on ACT; goal is 73% (Knox County Schools’ goal).

Intended result b:  Young people graduate from high school 
Indicator:  Percentage of public high school students who graduate on-time
         from Knox County Schools (2006: 79.2%); goal is 90%.

	Target Issue 3.  Productive and engaged young adults
Intended result: Young adults make a successful transition from high school to work life and/or continued educational opportunities. 

Indicator: Percentage of 16-19 year olds who are working or in school*
Teens (16-19) attending school and/or are working (state data: Kids Count); 2007- 91%; goal is 96%.


* 
1) Working full or part-time 2) or in school full or part-time.
Promoting Financial Stability and Independence Among Working Individuals and Families*
	Target Issue 1.  Achieving greater financial stability
Intended result: Working individuals and families* move towards financial independence. 
Indicator: Percentage of working individuals and families* who spend more than 35 percent of their income on housing**

22% of Knox County homeowners pay more than 35% of their income in housing costs (2005); goal is 12%;  41% of renters pay more than 35% of their income in housing costs (2005); goal is 30%.

	Target Issue 2.  Increasing income 

Intended result: Working individuals and families* earn enough income to support a living wage***.
Indicator: Percentage of working individuals and families* who earn a living wage
12.3% of the general population lives in poverty (2006)*** ; goal is 7.3%.

	Target Issue 3.  Building savings 

Intended result: Working individuals and families* have safe mechanisms for saving and have enough money saved for emergencies
Indicator: Percentage of working individuals and families* who have 3 months in living expenses set aside for emergencies. 
         VITA site survey from 2008 tax season indicates 31% of individuals completing the

         Survey had a savings account (276 out of 886); goal is 50%. 


*
 Working families have one (or two parents) working 50 or more weeks (combined) during the previous year.      Lower-income means that the family income was less than 250% of the federal poverty level.  
**
 Rent, home mortgage or home maintenance costs 
*** Living wage for a family of four (2 adults/2 children) is approximately 200% of the federal poverty level ($18.75/hr; poverty wage $9.30/hr-Living Wage Calculator).
Improving People's Health

	Target Issue 1.  Maternal health and infant well-being
Intended result:  Babies are born at low risk of any preventable health problems.
Indicator:  Percentage of babies born who are low birth weight*
         Approximately 91.1% of babies born in Knox County in 2005 are a healthy weight; 

         Goal is 95%.

	Target Issue 2.  Basic health care coverage and prevention
Intended result:  Children, youth and adults receive timely, regular, preventive health care
Local intended result:  Broaden access to medical services for the uninsured and reduce the growth of medical costs to the community
Indicator:  Percentage of the population who do not have health care insurance
Percentage of uninsured individuals under age 65 years in Knox County (11.8-17.1% – 2005); goal is 10%.

	Target Issue 3.  Healthy youth and adults
Intended result: Youth and adults are at a healthy weight**
Indicator a:  Percentage of grade 9-12 students who are at a healthy weight
In 2007, 71.2.% of Knox County High School students reported being a healthy weight 
Goal 80-85%


*
Below 2.5 kg (2,500 grams, or 5 pounds 8 ounces) 

**
Percentage of grade 9-12 students whose Body Mass Index (ht/wt ratio) is below the 85th percentile; percentage of adults 18 or over whose Body Mass Index (ht/wt ratio) is 25 or below.. 
Appendix: 
See below for data sources. 
Helping Children and Youth Achieve Their Potential

Readiness to succeed in school

Knox County Literacy Assessment   Data retrieved from Knox County Schools Administrative Offices 2007-08 school year.
3-5th grade TCAP assessment and subsequent future ACT predictor scores   Data retrieved from Knox County Schools Administrative Offices 2007-08 school year.  Goal established by school system.
High school graduation: Tennessee Department of Education Report Card.  

       http://edu.reportcard.state.tn.us/pls/apex/f?p=222:50:1556370370773598::NO   11/4/08

Productive and engaged young adults   Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Annual Kids Count.  http://www.kidscount.org/datacenter/profile_results.jsp?r=44&d=1
Promoting Financial Stability and Independence among Working Families
Achieving greater financial stability
Knox County Demographic Snapshot, University of Tennessee College of Social Work Office of Research and Public Service. 1/08 
Increasing income
Knox County Demographic Snapshot, University of Tennessee College of Social Work Office of Research and Public Service. 1/08 
Building savings 
VITA survey, United Way of Greater Knoxville in partnership with the Knoxville/Knox County Community Action Committee. 2008. 
Improving People's Health
Maternal health and infant well-being
Kids Count Databook, Annie E. Casey Foundation.  [Data for 2000 to 2006] National Center for Health Statistics. [Data for 2006]. http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/datawh/vitalstats/VitalStatsbirths.htm 

Basic health care coverage and prevention
U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Health Insurance Estimates for Counties and States http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/sahie/data/2005/files/Under65_Pct_UI_2005.pdf 
Healthy youth and adults

Healthy youth: Youth Risk Behavior Survey 2005, 2007. Knox County Health Department, in cooperation with the Knox County Schools (random cluster survey grades 9-12 n=763).  
       http://www.knoxcounty.org/health/pdfs/youth_risk_behavior.pdf
Healthy adults: Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance Survey 2005, Knox County Health Department, in cooperation with   the University of Tennessee College of Social Work Office of Research and Public Service.

       http://www.knoxcounty.org/health/pdfs/behavioral_risk.pdf
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